ikdeas and inspiratien

_ In this section you will find a variety of

interpretive materials which illustrate different

subjects, styles of writing, layout and design, and
CQnienis different ways of using illustrations. Have a look
Brochures .. ........... 64 through them and see what catches your eye.
) ) Look out for concepts or ideas which may work
Specially for children ....67 .
well in your garden.

Theme trails and gardens . . 71 Of course the most important aspect of
Posters . ............... 81 interpretation which is missing here is the context
o of the interpretive product. How does the

Interpretive signs ....... 82

brochure or sign relate to the situation in the
Focusing tools .......... 91 garden? Is it effective? Although each product is
contextualised here with a caption, you can’t really
_ tell from a book. So be prepared to experiment
with ideas and evaluate them critically in your
garden. Let the visitors decide what works best by
observing their responses to the interpretive
materials you produce.

Sizes and Measurements

Please note that the interpretive materials in this
section are not reproduced at full scale. Many
interpretive signs and brochures are made to fit
standard paper formats:

A3 - 297 x 420 mm (two pages of this book, side
by side)

A4 - 297 x 210 mm (the size of this page)

A5 - 210 x 148 mm (half the size of this page)

Suggestion: Use a photocopier to enlarge some of
these signs to their actual size. This will give you a
much better idea of what they look like.
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1lsational

Conservatory you can see

some of their remarkable
diversity, ranging from the
giant baobab to tiny plants
which resemble stones,

NATIDNAL

buttons, horse's teeth and

}w
J)OTANICAL

INSTITUTE

many other bizarre forms.

Y

.

64 N

1 1 food, drink,

1 and mats. \
1 Did you know?

Succulents are ...

juicy, fleshy plants
which store water ¢
and save it for later.

Baobab tree
Kremetartboom

In African folklore the baobab is widely
known as the tree that God planted
upside down. According to the

San (Bushmen) the Great b
Spirit gave each "
animal a tree. The *“

hyena received the

oy f
last tree, a baobab,

f(i!'h*:
and was so upset '
that he planted |t]i - -..:L:.:i' l \\4

upside down!
Throughout Africa 1
the baobab is "-. "'L

medicine and g
material for ropes

The baobab is the world's largest
succulent. Hollowed-out trees have bee
used as stables, pubs, store rooms and
even as a bus shelter for 30 people!

Adansonia digitata
Bombacaceae




BROCHURES

An informal survey at Kirstenbosch showed that people visiting the
Conservatory ‘wanted something to take home'. The Sensational
Succulents brochure is a response to this request. It features some eye-
catching and unusual succulents found in the glasshouse and includes short
‘eco-stories’ about these plants. Notice that the text is not linked in any
way to the display. The brochure is intended as a souvenir — something
visitors will take away and hopefully read at home.

74 Kokerboom

7 In the past the San
(Bushmen) hollowed out
the branches to make
quivers for their arrows.
Early settlers used the
stems to construct a
type of fridge - water
dripping down the spong'
wood had a cooling effec

quiver

fs

Aloe dichotoma
Asphodelaceae

WA A Mother-in-law's
== Tongue
Maagwortel

Ba* The leaves of this plant are
¥ extremely fibrous and are used for
making rope, fishnets, .

string, cloth and %
paper. The margins of 'E)

the leaves are
sometimes stripped off
by weaver birds for
making their nests.

The leaf juices cure
earache and toothache,
whereas the roots are
chewed to expel intestinal
worms.

Sansevieria sp.
Dracaenaceae

NOT a cactus!

trickery & dec

Ghaap Ak
Keep an eye out for the flc "
of this plant - it resembles
satellite dish! However
instead of catching waves
lures flies into its pungent
depths. The flowers are
pollinated by carrion flies,
which are attracted by the
smell of rotting meat, and
craw! inside to lay their eg
However, their larvae will
have no food supply when
they hatch and are doome
die. This is just one of mar
examples of trickery and

Hoodia currori
Asclepiadaceae

Sternoors

This spiny plant might look like a
cactus but it belongs to a totally
unrelated family - the
Euphorbiaceae. Cacti are only
found in the Americas.
Euphorbias are characterised by
producing a white milky sap
(latex) which is extremely
poisonous. The design of the stem
enables the plant to swell up and
shrink (depending on water
availability) without collapsing.

Euphorbia stellispina
Euphorbiaceae




This weather-proof brochure holder dispenses pamphlets in the Water Wise Demonstration
Garden at Kirstenbosch NBG. Visitors can lift the lid and help themselves to a brochure in their
language preference. A rubber strip covers the hinges to prevent water from leaking in. The
brochures are held in a clear perspex rack inside the wooden box. The box has been mounted
rather high on the wall (about 1.6 m) to prevent small children from taking out handfuls of
brochures at a time. This arrangement is however not user-friendly for people in wheelchairs.
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FOR CHILDREN

he secret den

No adults unless invited by children

Here hidden inside 1s a place where we hide,
away from our mums and our dads;

Where the rompers can romp and the stompers
can stomp, and nobody ever is sad.

Where the butterflies fly and no elephants cry,
and the ground is all covered in leaves;

Look closer vou’ll see¢ an ant or a bee, or a
grasshopper’s shirt with long sleeves.

You could find Johns old sock and get a big
shock. or find flowers with petals uncurled:;
Down close to the ground many smells can be
found, and their scent 1s right out of this world!

Children at the Natal NBG have discovered a tree with low overhanging branches which creates
a perfect hideaway where they can play. This temporary sign was placed at the entrance to their
den. John Roff (Interpreter) wanted to stimulate the children’s imagination, and provide some fun.
He designed a sign to heighten the sense of mystery and wonder that children have in a garden.

A5 sign.Paper which has been plastic laminated.
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FOR CHILDREN

This game is aimed at children and families visiting the Conservatory at Kirstenbosch.
Children are invited to become detectives and look for certain plants in the glasshouse.
Each clue has a simple instruction in large text and an explanatory note written in
smaller text. Many children only read the clues, but sometimes their parents read the
explanatory note and interpret this to their kids. The idea for this game comes from the
Desert Botanic Garden in Phoenix, Arizona. They had an excellent concept, so we
modified it to our context and added a theme to make it more focused.

A4 brochure. Printed or photocopied onto A3 paper and folded into A4. Single colour (brown).
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THEME TRAILS AND GARDENS
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THEME TRAILS AND GARDENS
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