Conclusions

of the Workshop on the establishment of a 
National Botanic Garden in Haiti

From 23-25th October 2011 an International Workshop was held in Port-au-Prince, Haiti on the Role of a National Botanic Garden in the Rebuilding of Haiti.  The Workshop was organized by the National Committee for the establishment of a National Botanic Garden in Haiti, supported by CONHANE and the Ministry of Tourism, Government of Haiti.  

During the Workshop the participants considered ideas, priorities, recommendations and options for the establishment of a National Botanic Garden in Haiti.  
The participants included representatives and experts from botanic gardens and their network organisations in Canada, France, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, the U.K. and the U.S.A.

Two days of plenary presentations, panel discussions and workshops were held on subjects including experiences in the establishment, design, development, coordination and roles of botanic gardens worldwide.  Workshops on botanic garden education, biodiversity conservation, environmental protection, financing, networking and partnerships were also convened.  
Following the Workshop, a number of potential sites for the establishment of botanic gardens were visited and evaluated.

The participants of the Workshop acknowledged that urgent and sustained efforts are needed in Haiti to address the ongoing and devastating loss of natural habitats, biodiversity and environmental degradation.  
Furthermore, they acknowledged that tackling the threats to the environmental problems is essential if sustainability and sustainable development is to be achieved in Haiti and if poverty is to be addressed.
The participants noted that the establishment of such a new national institution would be an important contribution to the United Nations’ Decade on Biodiversity (2011-2020), as well as contributing to the achievement of

· the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity of the Convention on Biological Diversity
· the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation
· the National Agricultural Investment Plan, and 
· the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan of Haiti.

In addition, the participants recognized that botanic gardens worldwide are vitally important as effective centres for plant resources management and conservation, helping to reverse the loss of biodiversity and natural habitats, as well as supporting efforts to reduce poverty and raise awareness of the importance of plants for human wellbeing.  As such, they recognized the importance of the creation of a major botanic garden for Haiti.
The Participants declared that the roles of a new National Botanic Garden in Haiti would be diverse, multi-faceted and aimed at meeting national needs in a wide range of sectors and disciplines, including:

· national development and poverty alleviation, through contributions in the fields of tourism, agriculture, forestry, horticulture, science, health and education;

· ecological restoration and threatened species recovery and management, including watershed protection and rehabilitation and soil conservation;

· the introduction, evaluation, propagation and dissemination of socio-economically important plant resources, including fruit trees, vegetable species, fuelwood crops, medicinal plants and other plants used for crafts and local and national economic purposes;

· promoting tourism as an important and developing national industry, with a focus on presenting the wealth of Haiti’s flora, natural environment and culture to international and national visitors;

· the conservation of rare and endangered native plants, through the development of ex situ collections of threatened species and the evaluation of current and future threats to Haitian plants;

· environmental education programmes, aimed at raising awareness of people in Haiti on the importance of plants and through the delivery of practical training in areas including horticulture, arboriculture and other plant-related fields;

· acting as a national centre for scientific research, information and knowledge on Haitian biodiversity;

· reconnecting children and young people with nature, to ensure that the next generation of Haitians appreciates and cares for their natural environment;

· celebrating the rich Haitian culture to become an outstanding source of national pride, through the beauty of its displays, effectiveness of its programmes and contributions to life and livelihoods throughout Haiti.

Accordingly, the participants:

· Called for the urgent establishment of a National Botanic Garden in Haiti as a new national institution focused on the diverse roles outlined above.
· Requested the Government of Haiti to help in the identification and designation of a suitable site for the establishment of such a Garden and facilitate and support the creation of a National Botanic Garden in any ways possible;

· Urged national and international organizations, agencies and other bodies to support the development of such a national institution, through the provision of grant support, technical assistance and other contributions;

In addition, the participants pledged themselves to do all they can in the future to facilitate, guide, support and sustain the development of such a National Botanic Garden.

The participants congratulated the National Committee for its work in organizing and hosting the National Workshop and acknowledged the genuine warmth and generous welcome given to participants by everyone associated with the event.

Date: 25th October, 2011

Signed:

