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 FACT SHEET
BGCI (Botanic Gardens Conservation International)
The organisation 
BGCI is the largest professional body that unites botanic gardens across the world. Established in 1987, it links more than 800 botanic gardens in 120 countries. 

BGCI works on an international scale to safeguard tens of thousands of plant species from extinction. The organisation also raises awareness of the importance of plants as one of the earth’s greatest natural resources and the dependence of life on plant diversity. From grassroots action to shaping government policies and priorities, BGCI utilises its international network and internal expertise to achieve real conservation milestones.

HRH, The Prince of Wales is BGCI’s Patron and the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh are patron garden members.

The role of botanic gardens

Plants are our most valuable renewable natural resource. They provide food, fibre, medicines, building material and fuel. Plants help to maintain an ecological balance, by regulating climates, stabilising soil, producing oxygen and providing habitats for animals. However, of over 270,000 plant species found worldwide, one in three is threatened with extinction. The rapid decline in the numbers of plant species on earth makes this an urgent global issue of relevance to everyone. 

Botanic gardens are of huge importance to this situation, as centres for conservation, science, education, leisure, influence and development. They contain the greatest collection of plant species outside of nature, over 30% of the world’s known plants are grown in botanic gardens across the world, including many highly threatened species. With over 200 million visitors a year, botanic gardens are well placed to raise awareness of the issues and communicate possible solutions.

Botanic gardens are involved in scientific research, cultivating species, reintroducing plants to the wild, managing nature reserves, establishing seed banks and running public education programmes. The expertise and resources of botanic gardens play a key role in linking plants with improvements to human well-being.  
History

BGCI originated from the IUCN’s (The World Conservation Union) Botanic Gardens Conservation Secretariat. In 1990, this organisation became independent as Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI), a worldwide organisation promoting plant conservation through botanic gardens. 

Following support from HSBC’s Investing in Nature initiative in 2002, BGCI has been able to expand its operations and establish a new series of international conservation projects on the ground. BGCI now employs 30 people worldwide, of which 16 are based in its London Headquarters.

Funding

BGCI is a charity funded by subscriptions from botanic gardens, individuals and corporate members as well as donations, grants and project partnerships.

Databases

BGCI maintains two databases which can be accessed online. The Garden search allows web visitors to find a garden anywhere in the world from over 2,500 records. Searches can be conducted via country, plant group and keywords. The new PlantSearch reveals which plant species are being cultivated in botanic gardens around the world and in what frequency.
BGCI’s key facts and figures:

· BGCI’s vision: A world in which plant diversity is valued, secure and supporting all life
· BGCI’s mission: To mobilise botanic gardens and engage partners in securing plant diversity for the well-being of people and the planet
· Botanic garden members: BGCI has over 500 botanic garden members. BGCI also works with a further 300 or so other botanic gardens and around 200 conservation organisations

· Countries BGCI operates in: 120
· Number of projects: Around 400 botanic gardens presently involved in BGCI-supported activities

· Headquarters in: Kew, London

· Number of employees: 17 

· Annual income: 2005 - £1.8 million, 2006 - £1.4 million
· Visitors to botanic gardens: estimated to be more than 200 million each year 

· Number of botanic gardens in the world: Over 2,500
· Number of people reached via BGCI education programmes: BGCI resources support education programmes for around 100 million people

· Estimated number of plants in the world: 270,000 (plus many more unknown)

· Number of plants in botanic gardens: 6 million plant collections, approx 80-100,000 species

· Number of plants listed on BGCI’s database: 200,000 cultivated in 640 botanic gardens

· Number of plants safe from extinction: 12,000 conserved in collections

· Staff from botanic gardens trained in conservation and education: 1,380 since 2002

· BGCI hosts the Secretariat for the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation 
· BGCI also hosts the Secretariat for the Global Trees Campaign

