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PESTS &
DISEASES

BASIC
BIOSECURITY 

 RESOURCES & 
SIGNPOSTING 

THIS DOCUMENT IS INTENDED TO
COMPLEMENT THE FOLLOWING

POSTER:

BASIC BIOSECURITY GUIDANCE FOR
BOTANIC GARDENS AND ARBORETA

TO ASSIST IN UNDERSTANDING THE
POSTER'S GUIDANCE, WE HAVE
GATHERED A RANGE OF FREELY

ACCESSIBLE RESOURCES TO HELP
YOU DETERMINE THE SUITABLE NEXT

STEPS FOR YOUR LOCATION

EXPLORE THESE RESOURCES TO
ENHANCE YOUR UNDERSTANDING
AND APPLICATION OF EFFECTIVE

BIOSECURITY MEASURES

Available as  PDF with live links

RULES &
REGULATIONS

Plant Health UK

Plant Health Scotland

Plant Health Northern Ireland

Plant Health Information portal
An online hub for plant health information, data and resources

Plant Health Biosecurity Strategy for Great Britain

APHA (Animal and Plant Health Agency)
Up to date guidance on plant health controls, imports
and exports, certification schemes, plant passporting

and listed quarantine plant pests.

Reporting a suspected Pest or Disease
England                  Scotland
Wales       Northern Ireland

TreeAlert
Use TreeAlert to report a suspected tree pest or disease to

Forest Research, Forestry Commission, Scottish Forestry and
Natural Resources Wales. In Northern Ireland use TreeCheck

Certification Schemes
Plant Healthy and Ready to Plant

Useful Links

UK Plant Health Biosecurity Strategy 2024 - 2028
UK Plant Health Risk Register
UK Plant Health Risk Register User Guide
Pest Free Areas Of Great Britain
Official Government Bodies
Charity and Trade organisations
Scotland Plant Health Centre: Knowledge Bank 
THC Resource Hub

TRAINING &
EDUCATION

CPD

Plant Health Professional Register - Royal Society of Biology
Biosecurity Learning Pathway - DEFRA
Tree Health Learning Pathway for Citizens - THSCN

Plant Health News 
DEFRA
Plant Health Centre
Forestry Commission

Citizen Science
Plant Health Action
Treezilla
Observatree
Check a Sweet Chestnut Tree
Action Oak

Courses

Tree Health Centre at the Yorkshire Arboretum - offering a range
of courses at all levels. Bespoke courses on request.
Training and Events – Arboricultural Association
RHS Courses - Modules on RHS level 1, 2 and 3 courses cover pests,
diseases and plant health.
Taught postgraduate - PgC/ PgD / MScPlant Health and Biosecurity

Videos and Webinars 

e-learning portal Forestry Commission 
Buying responsibly with Pippa Greenwood - HTA
Biosecurity Awareness series - Arboricultural Association
Plant passporting eLearning module -Plant Healthy
Plant Healthy eLearning modules - Plant Healthy
Online training website - Non-native Species Secretariat (NNSS) 

TEMPLATES &
DOWNLOADS

Templates

Plant Biosecurity policy template – Plant Healthy

Site and Operations Pest Risk Analysis template – Plant Healthy

Supplier template – Plant Healthy

Goods in template – Plant Healthy

Plant Protection record sheet – Plant Healthy

Dispatch Template – Plant Healthy

Complaints template – Plant Healthy

Crop monitoring template – Plant Healthy

Biosecurity Risk Assessment Template – NNSS and a Water body

worked example – NNSS

Posters and Leaflets

Biosecurity leaflet for professionals - Forestry Commission

Biosecurity poster for tree professionals - Forestry Commission

Notifiable tree pest and disease matrix poster - Forestry Commission

Good biosecurity to protect trees and woodland  - Forestry Commission

Pest and disease posters - Forest Research

Turning Over a Clean Leaf (Parks and Gardens) - Plant Network

Think Kit, Think Transport, Think Trees – Forestry Commission

Test Yourself P&D poster – Arboricultural Association

Biosecurity in Arboriculture poster – Arboricultural Association

Biosecurity kit poster1 and 2 – Forestry Commission

Pest and Disease Calendar - Observatree

Pest and disease posters – Observatree

Plant Health Considerations for planting poster – Forest Research

What is a Plant Passport – Tree Council

Identifying pathways for pests – Tree Council

Biosecurity Pathways Poster – Tree Council

 UK Plant Health Risk Register
Records the main threats to the UK’s plants and trees, and

provides prioritised actions.

Pest and Disease Alerts - DEFRA
Key facts on selected quarantine (notifiable) and non-

quarantine (non-notifiable) pests and diseases of particular
importance to the UK.

Notifiable Pests - DEFRA

Notifiable Diseases - DEFRA

Pest and Disease Profiles - Forest Research

Pest and Disease Factsheets - Plant Health Portal

Field Identification Guides - Observatree

Guides to pests, diseases and biosecurity - IPSN

Contingency Plans - DEFRA
Pest specific response plans prepared by Defra and the Forestry
Commission describe how the plant health service for England

will respond to outbreaks of certain high risk pests.

Plant Health Checker
Survey your plants and trees for pests and diseases using the

IPSN step by step plant health checker 

Guide to plant Biosecurity in Botanic Gardens and Arboreta - BSCI
Parks and Gardens - Best Biosecurity Practice - Plant Network
Guidance on nursery hygiene - AHDB
Wet heat treatment to sterilise pots - ADAS
Best practice for bought in plants - ADAS
Testing water for plant pathogens - ADAS
Methods of water treatment - ADAS
Guidance on handling incoming plants – Plant Network
Reducing Phytophthora risk in Nurseries – Forest Research
Biosecurity in arboriculture – Arboricultural Association
Plant Health for the horticultural sector: - Forest Research
Biosecure disposal of plant waste -Plant Health Centre
Guidance for visitors - Plant Network
Guidance for sourcing plants - Plant Network
Guidance for handling incoming plants - Plant Network
Guidance for good hygiene practices - Plant Network
Guidance on managing gardens for p&d - Plant Network
Plant Health Guidelines - RHS
Guidance on plant health and biosecurity - BGCI
Top 10 Best Practice Biosecurity Tips - DEFRA

GUIDANCE &
FACTSHEETS

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plant-health-controls
https://www.gov.scot/policies/plants/plant-pests-and-diseases/
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/topics/plant-and-tree-health
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/plant-biosecurity-strategy/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plant-health-controls
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/reporting-a-pestdisease/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening#plant-and-bee-health-services
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture/AOcontacts/contacts
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/plantsseedsbiotechnology/?lang=en
http://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
http://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/treealert
https://www.treecheck.net/twa-ui/#/public/report
https://planthealthy.org.uk/
https://readytoplant.fera.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/plant-biosecurity-strategy-for-great-britain-2023-to-2028
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/uk-plant-health-risk-register/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fplanthealthportal.defra.gov.uk%2Fpests-and-diseases%2Fuk-plant-health-risk-register%2FGuidance_UK-plant-health-pest-risk-register_v3.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/resources/plant-health-protected-zones/
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/resources/official-government-bodies/
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/resources/charities-and-trade/
https://www.yorkshirearboretum.org/tree-health
https://www.rsb.org.uk/careers-and-cpd/registers/plant-health-register
https://www.yorkshirearboretum.org/tree-health
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/uk-tree-health-citizen-science-network/tree-health-learning-pathway-for-citizens/#:~:text=How%20does%20it%20work%3F%201%20Tree%20health%20in,it%E2%80%99s%20fine%20to%20stay%20there.%20...%20More%20items
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/latest-news/
https://www.planthealthcare.com/news-media
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/plant-health-news?utm_source=Plant+Health+newsletter&utm_campaign=5651965767-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_17_08_42_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0fc997f566-5651965767-
https://planthealthaction.org/news
https://treezilla.org/about
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/news/130984-check-a-sweet-chestnut/
https://www.actionoak.org/what-is-action-oak
https://www.yorkshirearboretum.org/tree-health
https://www.trees.org.uk/Training-And-Events
https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/qualifications-and-training/rhs-qualifications
https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/
http://www.forestryelearning.org.uk/login/index.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gY8ROMknM7U
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiggnRcaiE7-VV61mZ9YWLrlz5Hi3fBt1
https://planthealthy.org.uk/resources/plant-passporting-elearning-module
https://planthealthy.org.uk/resources/plant-healthy-e-learning-modules
https://elearning.nonnativespecies.org/
https://elearning.nonnativespecies.org/
https://elearning.nonnativespecies.org/
https://planthealthy.org.uk/pdf-reports/Section-2.1-Plant-biosecurity-policy-template_01-Mar-23.pdf
https://planthealthy.org.uk/pdf-reports/Section-2.1-Plant-biosecurity-policy-template_01-Mar-23.pdf
https://planthealthy.org.uk/pdf-reports/Section-2.1-Plant-biosecurity-policy-template_01-Mar-23.pdf
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https://planthealthy.org.uk/pdf-reports/Section-2.1-Plant-biosecurity-policy-template_01-Mar-23.pdf
https://planthealthy.org.uk/pdf-reports/Section-2.1-Plant-biosecurity-policy-template_01-Mar-23.pdf
https://planthealthy.org.uk/pdf-reports/Section-2.1-Plant-biosecurity-policy-template_01-Mar-23.pdf
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/assets/Document-repository/Biosecurity_Risk_Assessment_FINAL_1.pdf
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/assets/Document-repository/Biosecurity_Risk_Assessment_FINAL_water_body_example_2.pdf
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/assets/Document-repository/Biosecurity_Risk_Assessment_FINAL_water_body_example_2.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6114ebc1e90e070542081bcc/Industry_leaflet_professionals_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6114ebd58fa8f53dcd3ae7d6/_Think_kit__think_transport__think_trees__poster___professional_audience_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5b9f8548ed915d2e31cb4829/Tree_PD_Matrix_update_2018_v3.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6554970750475b000dc5b5f0/WMM_tree_pests_diseases_guide_Nov_23.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6554970750475b000dc5b5f0/WMM_tree_pests_diseases_guide_Nov_23.pdf
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/publications/tree-pest-and-disease-posters/
https://plantnetwork.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/3376/parksgardensbiosecurityposter.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6114ebed8fa8f53dcd3ae7d7/_Think_kit__think_transport__think_trees__poster___public_audience_.pdf
https://www.trees.org.uk/Trees.org.uk/media/Trees-org.uk/Documents/HFA/A2-Biosecurity-Poster-Landscape-v3-Jul20.pdf
https://www.trees.org.uk/Trees.org.uk/media/Trees-org.uk/Documents/HFA/KiC-Biosecurity-Kit-Poster-Angle_Mar20.pdf
https://www.observatree.org.uk/media/1426/pest-and-disease-calendar.pdf
https://www.observatree.org.uk/resource-library/posters/
https://landscapewpstorage01.blob.core.windows.net/www-landscapeinstitute-org/2021/02/biosecurity-considerations-planting-schemes-forest-research-20210212.pdf
https://treegrowersguide.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Plant-Passport-DV15.pdf
https://treegrowersguide.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Identifying-Pathways-for-Pests-DV14.pdf
https://treegrowersguide.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Biosecuity-DV13.pdf
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/uk-plant-health-risk-register/
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/uk-plant-health-risk-register/
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/pest-and-disease-alerts/
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/pest-and-disease-alerts/notifiable-pests/
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/pest-and-disease-alerts/notifiable-diseases/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/pest-and-disease-resources/
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/pest-and-disease-factsheets/
https://www.observatree.org.uk/resource-library/field-identification-guides/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-tools-and-resources/ipsn-guides/
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/contingency-planning/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-tools-and-resources/ipsn-plant-health-checker/
https://www.bgci.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/BGCI-Guide-to-Biosecurity-in-Botanic-Gardens-and-Arboreta.pdf
https://plantnetwork.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/12568/parksbiosecuritysmall.pdf
https://horticulture.ahdb.org.uk/knowledge-library/guidelines-nursery-hygiene-ornamental-crops
https://projectblue.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/Horticulture/Publications/Wet%20heat%20treatment%20to%20sterilise%20pots%20for%20re-use.pdf
https://projectblue.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/Horticulture/Biosecurity%20in%20protected%20edibles/A%20guide%20to%20best%20practice%20in%20handling%20bought-in%20plants.pdf
https://projectblue.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/Horticulture/Oomycetes/21_15%20Testing%20water%20for%20plant%20pathogens.pdf
https://projectblue.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/Horticulture/Oomycetes/22_15%20Methods%20of%20water%20treatment%20for%20the%20elimination%20of%20plant%20pathogens.pdf
https://plantnetwork.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/3376/24082015-plantbiosecuritynote2handling-final.pdf
https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/2023/05/Reducing-Phytophthora-risk-in-nurseries-flier.pdf
https://www.trees.org.uk/Book-Shop/Products/Application-of-Biosecurity-in-Arboriculture-en
https://planthealthy.org.uk/assets/images/Flyer-Biosecurity-considerations-for-nurseries_Oct-2020.pdf
https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/2023/05/Plant-waste-guidance.pdf
https://plantnetwork.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/3376/24082015-plantbiosecuritynote5visitors-final.pdf
https://plantnetwork.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/3376/24082015-plant-biosecuritynote1sourcing-final.pdf
https://plantnetwork.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/3376/24082015-plantbiosecuritynote2handling-final.pdf
https://plantnetwork.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/3376/24082015-plantbiosecuritynote2handling-final.pdf
https://plantnetwork.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/3376/24082015-plantbiosecuritynote3hygiene-final.pdf
https://plantnetwork.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/3376/24082015-plantbiosecuritynote4gardenmanagement-final.pdf
https://www.rhs.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/policies/plant-health-principles
https://www.bgci.org/our-work/saving-plants/plant-health-and-biosecurity/
https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/assets/uploads/Biosecurity-Best-Practice-Tips.pdf

